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Computer Systems
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 Mylo, Suzi, and Angelina were using a computer in the 
school’s media center to do research for a project.

 “Click there, Suzi,” said Angelina.

 “I already did!” responded Suzi. “The computer is just 
so slow today. Every time I try to do anything it takes 
forever to respond. I wonder what’s wrong with it.”
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 “That’s how I felt last week,” Mylo said. “It seemed like 
it took me forever to respond.”

 Suzi asked, “Why did you feel that way?”

 “I banged my head pretty hard when I fell off my 
skateboard. After I fell, I had a bad headache. I was 
afraid my mom would make me come inside, so I didn’t tell 
anyone. Later that day, I felt dizzy, and I was sure I was 

going to throw up. My mom 
ended up taking me to the 
hospital. They told me I 
had a concussion.”

 “What’s a concussion?” 
asked Suzi.

 “The doctor told me that 
it’s a type of brain injury 



Page 3 / 6

that can temporarily interrupt how the brain works. Kind of 
like this computer here, my brain was processing information 
super slow,” responded Mylo.

 “Wow,” said Angelina. “What did that feel like?”

 “I guess the best way to describe 
it is that I felt slow and sluggish. I 
was sleepier than normal, and I had 
a difficult time concentrating. I had 
a hard time remembering things. I 
didn’t even remember hitting my 
head! I was so confused,” explained 
Mylo.

 “Are you feeling better now?” 
asked Angelina.

 “Yeah, I feel back to normal,” 
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responded Mylo. “The doctor told me that I was lucky that 
my mom brought me in to the hospital. It is really important 
to identify whether someone has a concussion soon after 
it happens. The sooner you know, the sooner you can take 
the right steps to allow your brain to heal. I guess I should 
have told my mom that I wasn’t feeling well right after I 
bumped my head.”

 “How did they test you to see if you had a 
concussion?”  asked Suzi.

 “The doctor asked me all kinds of questions and even 
had me take some tests on a computer. She said that the 
diagnosis would have been easier if she had a baseline to 
compare my results to,” answered Mylo.

 “I had to have baseline testing before I started soccer 
this season, but my coach called it pre-season concussion 
testing,” added Angelina. “The doctor tested my balance and 



asked me questions that tested my 
memory skills, reaction time, how 
well I could pay attention, and how 
quickly I could solve problems. That 
way if I do hit my head this season, 
the results can be compared to how 
I did in the pre-season testing.”

 “I would like to have baseline 
testing done on me!” said Suzi. “I am 
curious to see how well I remember 
things or how fast my reaction time 
is now. We should make a test of our 

own; that 
way we can 
compare how the reaction time 
changes if we are injured.”

   “That would be fun, but I know 
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my mom will make me go right back to the doctor if I hit 
my head again,” said Mylo.

 “Of course you 
should go to the doctor 
if you hit your head; this 
would just be a fun way 
to test our reaction 
time, and maybe we 
can teach our friends 
about concussions 
and baseline testing 
by letting them take 
the tests too!” added 
Angelina excitedly.

What is baseline testing? Can you help Angelina, Suzi, and 
Mylo create a reaction time or memory test as part of 

their baseline testing?
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